
Layla starts the process, then Markayla, Hannah, Bryce, Sinclare, and 
Zaida each do their own part.  
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Assembly Line 

In Rebekah Knisley’s 5th grade Social Studies 
class, the students learned about how Henry Ford 
used an assembly line to build cars faster and 
more efficiently, reducing the cost so more people 
could afford a car. The students used the 
assembly line method to draw a smiley face, so 
they could better understand the process. Check 
out the video on our social media! 

All photos credit: Dale Allen 

GSDAA Celebrates GSD’s 175th 

The Georgia School for the Deaf Alumni Association hosted a huge celebration last weekend in honor of 
GSD’s 175th Anniversary...and more! They also marked the 140th Anniversary of the establishment of the 
Georgia School for the Black Deaf and GSDAA’s 50th Anniversary! The weekend included a banquet, 
entertainment, a visit to the GSD museum (maintained by GSDAA), tours, and more! Congratulations to 
GSDAA for the wonderful, memorable event and on your 50th! 



GSDAA 175th Celebration 

For their 175th Celebration, GSDAA 
created a wonderful book, full of 
pictures, history, and letters from 
various officials offering 
congratulations.  

Photos, clockwise: cover of book, list 
of GSDAA Board, letter from President 
Biden, letter from Senator Ossoff, 
letter from Governor Kemp. 

GSD alum Erikson Young wrong the following about GSDAA’s 175th Anniversary 
celebra on.  

“During the labor weekend, I was delighted to revisit my old school, Georgia School for 
the Deaf, in a small town, Cave Spring, where I graduated twenty-four (24) years ago.  

Georgia School for the Deaf Alumni Associa on (GSDAA) celebrated three special 
occasions: GSD’s 175th Anniversary (1846), GSD Black School's 140th anniversary (1882), 
and GSDAA’s 50th anniversary (1972). 

I got to see the GSD museum and new gym for the first me.  

It's great to see some of my old classmates, teachers, and everyone there. And the town, 
Cave Spring, itself. 

Most important, I'm grateful to GSD for giving me a high educa on, ASL, discovering my 
self-iden ty, driver's educa on, poli cs, and an endless list. I became a be er ci zen, and 
everything came from GSD. Thank you for teaching me.  



Contact GSD Family Engagement Coordinator 
Marie Dickinson at 
mdickinson@doe.k12.ga.us or 
706-331-6314 (call/text/videoapp).  

Upcoming Events 
· 9/19 Optimist Student of the Month 

luncheon 

· 9/20 & 21 Dorm shopping at Dollar 
General 

· 10/5 End Quarter 1 

· 10/13 (Thursday) Homegoing Day  

· 10/14 Student holiday/teacher 

planning 

Jamie Anderson’s Lower Elementary Science class is observing the life 
cycle of a butterfly. They had some caterpillars and now they have made 
cocoons! The students are anxiously awaiting for the butterflies to 
emerge! Stay tuned to see what happens! 

Indigenous Peoples 

Sandy Wimpy’s 3rd grade Social Studies class is learning about the different indigenous peoples who 
lived long ago in different regions of what is now the USA. They have learned about how people built 
shelters, like longhouses in the northeast and chickees in the southeast, what they ate, and how they 
dressed. The students took turns reading aloud from a short book, drew pictures on their new dry-erase 
desks (how cool!), and completed a writing activity. The students were so excited to take their turn 
reading aloud—love to see these young readers growing their skills and confidence! Do YOU encourage 
your child to read aloud to you? It is a great way to improve reading and ASL skills for both of you! 

September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month! 
Thoughts of suicide can affect anyone of any age, gender, or background.   

Suicide Prevention Week is September 4-10, a time to raise awareness of this stigmatized topic.   

According to the CDC, youth and young adults ages 10-24 account for 14% of all suicides. For youth ages 10
-14, suicide is the second leading cause of death. 

If you or someone you know is experiencing emotional distress or crisis, call or text 988 or 741741 from any-
where in the U.S. to connect via text with a trained crisis counselor 24/7. 

Elyse Ferrell 
State Schools Safety Director 

Right: Holly, Zaiden, and Waylon complete their 
drawing and writing assignments.  

Mental health resources 
available on the GSD website! 












